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Descriptive Summary: Catherine Taub (1948-2013), Founder of the Committee to Honor Varian Fry,
spearheaded the efforts to bring Varian Fry’s story in Ridgewood to the public. Fry grew up in
Ridgewood and is now permanently honored with a plaque outside the Library commemorating the
100%™ anniversary of his birth. As the results of the efforts of the Committee to Honor Varian Fry, this
collection contains newspaper clippings; honors and awards; memorials; exhibits; filmography; and
documents on the Committee to Honor Varian Fry.
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Abstract: Varian Fry grew up in Ridgewood, NJ and eventually became an editor in New York City. His
involvement as a foreign correspondent for the American Journal The Living Age, brought him to
Germany where he saw firsthand treatment under Hitler’s regime. Working with the Emergency Rescue
Committee, Fry traveled to Marseille, France and remained there from 1940 to 1941. He helped save
4,000 people before returning to the United States. The collection here at the Bolger Heritage Center
spans from 1917-2014, with the bulk of the collection dating 1999-2007. It includes biographical
materials, newspaper clippings on honoring Fry, various exhibits on Fry’s efforts, and information on
those who worked to honor his deeds. Varian Fry has been described as the American Oskar Schindler,
and this collection serves to honor his heroic actions in Marseille France.
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Varian Fry History:

Varian Fry was born on October 15, 1907, in Harlem, New York City. In 1910, his parents, Arthur and
Lillian Fry, moved to 25 Richmond Avenue, Ridgewood, New Jersey. Fry’s early school years were spent
at the Monroe Street School. In 1922 he entered the prestigious private school, Hotchkiss. But he left
Hotchkiss at the end of 1924 because he found that the hazing rituals at the school were intolerable. He
completed his high school education at Riverdale Country School in the Bronx in 1926 where he then
moved on to attend Harvard. His parents remained in Ridgewood until 1951.

After graduating Harvard as a classicist, Fry became an editor in New York City and worked as a foreign
correspondent for the American Journal The Living Age. Fry visited Berlin in 1935 and being greatly
disturbed by the cruel treatment he saw of Jews by Hitler’s regime, Fry joined the Emergency Rescue
Committee. At the age of 32, Fry worked as an agent in Marseille, France (1940-41) to help save
thousands of endangered refugees who were caught in the Vichy French area. As a result of his tireless
efforts, Fry and his colleagues saved some of the most famous artists and authors of this century such
as: Max Ernst; Marc Chagall; Hannah Arendt; Andre Breton; Marcel Duchamp; Franz Werfel; Jacques
Lipchitz; Lion Feuchtwanger; Heinrich Mann; Hans Sahl; Wilfredo Lam; Walter Mehring; Otto Meyerhoff;
and Alma Mahler.

In the end, Fry and his colleagues helped to save around 4,000 people. In 1945 Fry wrote a book about
his operations in France titled, Surrender on Demand. Later on in 1967 he published a memoir of his
days in Marseilles, Assignment Rescue.

Fry has been honored in the US, Israel and France. In 1991, 24 years after his death (in 1967), Fry
received his first official recognition from a United States agency, the United States Holocaust Memorial
Council. In 1996, Varian Mackey Fry was named as "Righteous Among the Nations" by Yad Vashem, the
Holocaust Heroes and Martyrs Remembrance Authority in Jerusalem. He was the first American
recipient of Israel's highest honor for rescuers during the Holocaust.

In the town where he grew up, Fry has been honored on numerous occasions for his deeds. The
Committee to Honor Varian Fry sponsored a Holocaust Memorial Museum traveling exhibit from
November 3™ 2001 to December 16" 2001, which was then installed in the Ridgewood Public Library
auditorium. In 2002 a photograph of Fry, with a description of his work, was put on display at the
Library. Also in 2002, the Varian Fry Humanitarian Scholarship was established. This scholarship is
awarded each year to a senior student at Ridgewood High School based on their demonstrated ability to
recognize a humanitarian need, and to make a difference through their actions. On June 26, 2005
Ridgewood dedicated a portion of South Monroe Street as Varian Fry Way. Then in October 2007
Ridgewood commemorated the 100™" anniversary of Fry’s birthday with a dedication of a plaque in his
honor, which is on display at the entrance of the Library patio. Fry’s humanitarian efforts, and the
commemorations of his deeds can be found within the documents in the Ridgewood Public Library:
Bolger Heritage Center.
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Personal Names:

Arendt, Hannah — Rescued by Fry
Benedite, Eva - Colleague

Berman, Jeanette — Rescued by Fry
Bingham, Hiram (Harry) IV — Colleague
Breton, Andre — Rescued by Fry
Canner, Isi — Rescued by Fry

Chagall, Max — Rescued by Fry
Duchamp, Marchel — Rescued by Fry
Fry, Annette - Wife

Fry, Arthur - Father

Fry, Lillian Mackey — Mother
Hanfstaengl, Ernst Franz Sedwick (Putzi) — Harvard Alumni, German Businessman
Hughes, Eileen A. — Wife

Isenbel, Sheila - Author

Lipchitz, Jacques — Rescued by Fry
Mason, Andre — Rescued by Fry
McClafferty, Carla Killough — Author
Norris, Peggy — Historian/Librarian
Sharp, Martha - Colleague

Taub, Catherine — Founder of Committee to Honor Varian Fry
Waitstill, Reverand

Wiesel, Eli — Holocaust Survivor
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Organization Names:

Committee to Honor Varian Fry

Emergency Rescue Committee

Greenwood Historic Fund

International Rescue and Relief Committee

Ramapo College’s Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies
Ridgewood Public Library

Ridgewood Public Schools

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum

Scope and Content Note: The collection is 2 linear ft housed in 2 mss. boxes. The entire collection
spans the years 1917-2025, with the bulk of the information pertaining to the years 1999-2007. The
types of documents within the collection consist of biographical newspaper clippings; articles honoring
Fry’s deeds; newspaper clippings on the Ridgewood street naming, efforts for a postage stamp, and
honoring his 100™ birthday; photographs from the street naming and his 100™" birthday honors in
France; pamphlets on various Fry exhibits in Washington DC, New York City, Ramapo College and
Ridgewood; photographs from the Fry exhibit at Ridgewood Public Library; stories from survivors and
fellow colleagues; biographical movies (DVD format); and articles on Catherine Taub (founder of the
Committee to Honor Varian Fry). The collection has 24 series: Biography, Colleagues, Committee to
Honor Varian Fry, Exhibits, Film, Honors, Publicity, School Resources, Survivors, Catherine Taub,
Writings/Correspondence, Curriculum, Display, Duplicates, **Education, Exhibits, Honors, International,
Photos of Artists, Rescued & Rescuer, Reviews. Within these 11 series are several sub-series that are
listed below.

The Biography series documents Varian Fry’s deeds in Marseille, France and provides insight on his life
before and after his involvement with the Emergency Rescue Committee. There are articles on his
deeds; collaborations with others to provide safe passage for over 4,000 refugees; articles on
biographies written on Fry’s life; and newspaper clippings on how his efforts are being honored. The
series spans the years 1917-2025.

The Colleagues series provides information on Fry’s colleagues, including Harry Bingham, whose efforts
in France helped save 4,000 lives. There are articles on how Fry and Bingham collaborated, and what
has been done to honor both of them. The series spans the years 2001-2009.
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The Committee to Honor Varian Fry series focuses on efforts made by the committee in Ridgewood NJ.
It also covers how the committee has branched out to spread awareness of Fry’s deeds. There are
committee meeting notes and a listing of members. The series spans the years 2001-2012.

The Exhibits series covers the various displays honoring Fry at the Holocaust Museum in Washington DC;
the Ridgewood Public Libraries exhibit; and Ramapo College of NJ’s exhibit at the Holocaust and
Genocide Center. There are pamphlets and publicity announcements to these events along with
newspaper clippings on each. The series spans the years 1917-2010.

The Film series has information on the movie “Varian and Putzi”, along with newspaper clippings on the
movie “Assignment Rescue”. There is also an article on the short film “Rescued from the Holocaust”.
The series spans 1998-2014 and contains DVDs.

The Honors series has details on Fry’s centennial celebrations, along with the humanitarian award
named after him. There are newspaper clippings and articles on the stamp petition and honoring of
Varian Fry Way in Ridgewood NJ. There are photographs documenting these events and the people
involved in organizing them such as Catherine Taub. The series spans 2002-2014.

The Publicity series has pamphlets on Fry’s 100%™ birthday honors. It also includes pamphlets to the
Holocaust Memorial. There is a postcard to the Museum of Modern Art’s viewing of the movie “Varian
and Putzi”. The series spans 1997-2007.

The School Resources series contains teaching materials on Fry’s rescue of Holocaust refugees. The
materials cover events leading up to World War Il; Hitler and Germany’s regime; and assignments on
why Fry’s life and deeds matter to society as a whole. The series is from 2001.

The Survivors series provides information on those who survived the Holocaust due to Fry. There are
clippings and photographs of Jeanette Berman and Isi Canner. The series also contains DVDs with
interviews of Jeanette Berman and a biography on Isi Canner. There are also articles on Max Chagall, an
artist who Fry saved during his time in France. The series spans the years 2001-2014.

The Catherine Taub series illustrates the efforts made by the founder of the Committee to Honor Varian
Fry and her tireless efforts to bring awareness to his heroic deeds. There are magazine articles written
on her efforts, along with correspondence. This series spans the years 2007-2013.

The Writings/Correspondence series contains photocopies of several letters written from the
International Rescue and Relief Committee. Two of the photocopied letters are from Varian Fry to
fellow colleague Eve Benedite. The photocopied series spans the years 1942-1944.

The Curriculum series lists resources for teachers such as bibliographies and video lists relating to Varian
Fry.

The Display series consist of dedication pamphlets, Ridgewood resources for the exhibit, miscellaneous
signs, photographs (reprinted) and the Holocaust Memorial pamphlet.
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The Duplicates series are all materials that can be found throughout the collection. These consist of
pamphlets, photographs, resources, displays, and the Jewish Standard newspaper.

**The Education series contains lesson plans, resources, bibliographies and links to other resources on
Varian Fry.

The Exhibits series includes materials exhibit pamphlets, resources, signage and invitations to various
Varian Fry Exhibits. The exhibits were located in Chicago, New York, San Francisco, Holocaust Memorial,
Ramapo College, Ridgewood Library, and the US HMM Washington.

**The Honors series focuses on the street naming in Berlin of Varian Fry Strasse.

The International series contains photographs of articles, along with original articles from various
countries on Varian Fry, his deeds and the exhibits on him.

The Photos of Artists series includes photographs from negatives at the Museum of Modern Art.

The Rescued & Rescuers series contains information on those who helped Varian Fry in his efforts to
rescue and also those who were rescued. Materials are mostly articles.

The Reviews series contains reviews on both Varian Fry’s books, books written on Varian Fry and also
movies made about his deeds.

The Varian Fry Collection series was given to Ridgewood Library by Annette Fry and contains
correspondence, pamphlets and various other exhibit materials.

The Varian Fry Books series includes Varian Fry’s Surrender on Demand; Varian Fry’s Assignment Rescue;
Daniel Benedite’s La Filiere Marseillaise; Andy Marino’s A Quiet American: The Secret War of Varian Fry;
and Gesschichte Fischer’s Varian Fry Ausliefeung auf Verlangen.

The Varian Fry Manuscript series contains a copy of Fry’s manuscript Surrender on Demand. Annette Fry
supplied Ridgewood Library with the copy since the manuscript includes sections not included in the
publication along with notations.

Arrangement Note:

The records of the Varian Fry Collection are arranged in the following twenty four series and then their
subseries:

l. Biography, 1917-2014
a. Biography, 1917-2014
b. Carla McClafferty In Defiance of Hitler, 2008-2009
c. Clippings, 1983-2010

1. Colleagues, 2001-2009

1. Committee to Honor Varian Fry, 2001-2007

V. Exhibits (see also Annette Fry Collection, Box 4)
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a. Ramapo College, 2010
b. Ridgewood, 1917-2005

c. Berlin 1998
V. Film, 1998-2023
VL. Honors, 2002-2010 (see also Annette Fry Collection, Box 4)
a. Centennial, 2007
b. Connecticut, 2010
c. Elizabeth and Felix Rohatyn Global Citizenship Award, 2008***
d. Humanitarian Award, 2002-2012
e. Miscellaneous, 2000-2014
f.  New York Street Petition, 2006-2007
g. Paris, 2007
h. Stamp Petition, 2005-2010
i. Varian Fry Way, 2005-2006
VILI. Publicity, 1997-2025
VIII. School Resources, 2001 (see also Box 3 and Annette Fry Collection, Box 4)
IX. Survivors, 2001-2014 (see also Annette Fry Collection, Box 4)

a. Survivors, 2001-2007
b. Chagall, Max 2004-2014

X. Taub, Catherine, 2007-2013

Xl. Writings/Correspondence, 1942-1944

XILI. Curriculum, 2001 (see also Box 2 School Resources and Box 4 Annette Fry Collection)
XIlll. Display, 2005

a. Exhibit Signs, 2005
b. Fry Pictures, 2005
c. Local Pictures, 2005
d. Rescued, 2005
e. Signs, 2005
XIV. Duplicates, 199-2005
a. Display, 2005
b. Jewish Standard, 2007
*Plaque, Martin Luther King Jr. Award, 2001
XV. **Education, 1995-1999
a. Resources, 1998
XVI. Exhibits, 1993-2000
a. Chicago, 1998
b. Miscellaneous, 1998-2000
c. New York, 1997-1998
d. San Francisco, 1998
e. US HMM Washington, 1993
XVII.  **Honors, 2005
XVIIl.  International, 1998-1999
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XIX. Photos of Artists, 1996
XX. Rescued & Rescuers, 1997-2005
XXI. Reviews, 1997-1999
a. Books, 1998
b. Movies, 1997-1999
XXIl.  Varian Fry, 1980-2005
XXIIl.  Varian Fry Books, 1945-1999
XXIV. Varian Fry Manuscript (Copy), 1945

*The plaque is in Box 3

**Beginning of Annette Fry Collection

Related Materials:

For additional information and collections relating to Varian Fry see:
Be Ri 7-8: Framed Art by Chagall

On the Shelf Materials:

Guest Book: Assignment Rescue

Lower Map Case Drawer |

Oversized Box 2: Chagall Prints; Lipchitz Sculture; Max Ernst
Container List:

This container list provides the titles of the folders that are organized in the collection and their location
in the numbered boxes. It also contains the materials within the Annette Fry Collection.

l. Biography, 1917-2014
Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order
Summary: The material in this series contains information on Varian Fry’s deeds in
Marseille, France and provides insight on his life before and after his involvement with the
Emergency Rescue Committee. The folders contain newspaper articles, photographs and
exhibit pamphlets.

Box Folder
1 Biography, 1917-2014
2 Biography -- Carla McClafferty In Defiance of Hitler, 2008-2009
3 Biography -- Clippings, 1983-2010
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Colleagues, 2001-2009

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: This series provides information on one of Fry’s main colleagues, Harry Bingham,
whose efforts in France helped save 4,000 lives. There are newspaper articles on how Fry
and Bingham.

Box Folder
1 4 Colleagues, 2001-2009

Committee to Honor Varian Fry, 2001-2007

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The materials in this series focus on efforts made by the committee in
Ridgewood NJ. It also covers how the committee has branched out to spread awareness of
Fry’s deeds. There are committee meeting notes and a listing of members.

Box Folder
1 5 Committee to Honor Varian Fry, 2001-2007

Exhibits, 1917-2010

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The exhibits series covers the various displays honoring Fry at the Holocaust
Museum in Washington DC; the Ridgewood Public Libraries exhibit; and Ramapo College of
NJ’s exhibit at the Holocaust and Genocide Center. There are pamphlets and publicity
announcements to these events along with newspaper clippings on each.

Box Folder
6 Exhibits -- Ramapo College, 2010
7 Exhibits -- Ridgewood, 1917-2005
7a Exhibits — Berlin 1998

Film, 1998-2023

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The materials in this series has information on the movie “Varian and Putzi”,
along with newspaper clippings on the movie “Assignment Rescue”. There is also an article
on the short film “Rescued from the Holocaust” and a NY Times article on Netflix series
“Transatlantic”. The series spans 1998-2023 and contains DVDs.

Box Folder



VI.

VII.

VIII.
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1 8 Film, 1998-2023

Honors, 2002-2010

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: This series has details on Fry’s centennial celebrations, along with the
humanitarian award named after him. There are newspaper clippings and articles on the
stamp petition and honoring of Varian Fry Way in Ridgewood NJ. There are photographs
documenting these events and the people involved in organizing them such as Catherine
Taub.

Box Folder

1 9 Honors -- Centennial, 2007

1 10 Honors -- Connecticut, 2010

1 11 Honors -- Humanitarian Award, 2002-2012

1 12 Honors -- Miscellaneous, 2000-2014

1 13 Honors -- New York Street Petition, 2006-2007
1 14 Honors -- Paris, 2007

1 15 Honors -- Stamp Petition, 2005-2010

1 16 Honors -- Varian Fry Way, 2005-2006

2 Elizabeth and Felix Rohatyn Global Citizenship Award, 2008

Publicity, 1997-2007

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: This series contains pamphlets on Fry’s 100*" birthday honors. It also includes
pamphlets to the Holocaust Memorial. There is a postcard to the Museum of Modern Art’s
viewing of the movie “Varian and Putzi”.

Box Folder
2 1 Publicity, 1997-2025

School Resources, 2001

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The documents in this series are teaching materials on Fry’s rescue of Holocaust
refugees. The materials cover events leading up to World War Il; Hitler and Germany’s
regime; and assignments on why Fry’s life and deeds matter to society as a whole. Papers
are arranged in a curriculum style format.
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XI.

XIl.
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Box Folder
2 2 School Resources, 2001

Survivors, 2001-2014

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The materials in this series provide information on those who survived the
Holocaust due to Fry. There are DVDs (interviews and biographies), clippings and
photographs of Jeanette Berman and Isi Canner. There are also articles on Max Chagall, an
artist who Fry saved during his time in France.

Box Folder
2 3 Survivors, 2001-2014
2 4 Survivors -- Chagall, Max, 2004-2014

Taub, Catherine, 2007-2013

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The documents in this series contain the efforts made by the founder of the
Committee to Honor Varian Fry and her efforts to bring awareness to his deeds. There are
magazine articles written on her efforts, along with correspondence and newspaper

clippings.

Box Folder
2 5 Taub, Catherine, 2007-2013

Writings/Correspondence, 1942-1944

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The materials in this series are copies of several letters written on the
International Rescue and Relief Committee. Two of the letters are from Varian Fry to fellow

collaborator Eve Benedite.

Box Folder
2 6 Writings/Correspondence, 1942-1944

Curriculum, 2001
Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The resources in this series include bibliographies and video lists used for Varian
Fry display at the Ridgewood Public Library.
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XMl.

XIV.

Box Folder
3 1 Curriculum, 2001

Display, 2005
Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The materials in this series are dedication pamphlets, Ridgewood resources for
the exhibit, miscellaneous signs, photographs (reprinted) and the Holocaust Memorial

pamphlet.

Box Folder

3 2 Displays, 2005

3 3 Displays -- Exhibit Signs, 2005
3 4 Displays -- Fry Pictures, 2005

3 5 Displays -- Local Pictures, 2005
3 6 Displays -- Rescued, 2005

3 7 Displays -- Signs, 2005

Duplicates, 1999-2007

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The materials within this series are all duplicates that can be found throughout
the collection. These consist of pamphlets, photographs, resources, displays, and the Jewish
Standard newspaper.

Box Folder
3 8 Duplicates,1999-2005
3 9 Duplicates -- Display, 2005

**Box 3 contains the Martin Luther King Jr. Award for Varian Fry

Annette Fry Collection:

XV.

XVI.
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Education, 1995-1999

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order
Summary: This series contains lesson plans, resources, bibliographies and links to other
resources on Varian Fry.

Box Folder
4 1 Education, 1995-1999
4 2 Education -- Resources, 1998

Exhibits, 1993-2000
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XVIL.

XVIII.

XIX.

XX.
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Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: The materials in this series include exhibit pamphlets, resources, signage and
invitations to various Varian Fry Exhibits. The exhibits were located in Chicago, New York,
San Francisco, Holocaust Memorial, Ramapo College, Ridgewood Library, and the US HMM
Washington.

Box Folder

4 3 Exhibits -- Chicago, 1998

4 4 Exhibits -- Miscellaneous, 1998-2000
4 5 Exhibits -- New York, 1997-1998

4 6 Exhibits -- San Francisco, 1998

4 7 Exhibits — US HMM Washington, 1993

Honors, 2005

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order
Summary: This series focuses on the street naming in Berlin of Varian Fry Strasse.

Box Folder
4 8 Honors, 2005

International, 1998-1999
Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order
Summary: The materials in this series are photographs of articles, along with original

articles from various countries on Varian Fry, his deeds and the exhibits on him.

Box Folder
4 9 International, 1998-1999

Photographs of Artists, 1996

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order
Summary: This series contains photographs from negatives at the Museum of Modern Art.

Box Folder
4 10 Photographs of Artists, 1996

Rescued & Rescuers, 1997-2005

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order
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XXI.

XXI1.

XXIII.

XXIV.
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Summary: The materials in this series include information on those who helped Varian Fry

in his efforts to rescue and also those who were rescued. Materials are articles and other

resources.
Box Folder
4 11 Rescued & Rescuers, 1997-2005

Reviews, 1997-1999

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order

Summary: This series contains reviews on both Varian Fry’s books, books written on Varian

Fry and also movies made about his deeds.

Box Folder
4 12 Reviews -- Books, 1998
4 13 Reviews -- Movies, 1997-1999

Varian Fry, 1980-2005

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order
Summary: This series was given to Ridgewood Library by Annette Fry and contains
correspondence, pamphlets and various other exhibit materials.

Box Folder
4 14 Varian Fry, 1980-2005

Varian Fry Books, 1945-1999

Arrangement: Material is arranged by alphabetical and chronological order
Summary: The books in this series contain Varian Fry’s Surrender on Demand along with
other titles written on his deeds and the rescue movement in France.

Box Folder
5 no folder — box just contains books

Varian Fry Manuscript (Copy), 1945

Arrangement: Material is strictly the manuscript.

Summary: Annette Fry supplied Ridgewood Library with a copy of Fry’s manuscript to
Surrender on Demand. The manuscript includes sections not included in the publication
along with notations.

14



Box Folder

6 no folder — box just contains Fry’s manuscript

Name and Subject Tracings:
Personal Names:

Arendt, Hannah

Benedite, Eva

Berman, Jeanette
Bingham, Hiram (Harry) IV
Breton, Andre

Canner, Isi

Chagall, Max

Duchamp, Marchel

Fry, Annette

Fry, Arthur

Fry, Lillian Mackey
Hanfstaengl, Ernst Franz Sedwick (Putzi)
Hughes, Eileen A.

Isenbel, Sheila

Lipchitz, Jacques

Mason, Andre
McClafferty, Carla Killough
Norris, Peggy

Sharp, Martha

Taub, Catherine
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Waitstill, Reverand

Wiesel, Eli

Organization Names:

Committee to Honor Varian Fry
Emergency Rescue Committee

Greenwood Historic Fund

International Rescue and Relief Committee
Ramapo College’s Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies
Ridgewood Public Library

Ridgewood Public Schools

U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum
Administrative Information:
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